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Attachment A: Personal Doctrinal Statement 
 
Write a paragraph on each of the following areas of biblical doctrine, clearly stating your present biblical 
understanding. (Scriptural references are appropriate, but not necessarily required for every statement 
made.) 
 
 

1. BIBLIOLOGY, the doctrine of the Bible: general and specific revelation; the inspiration, infallibility, 
canonicity, and interpretation of the Bible. 

 
I hold dear the doctrine that the Bible in its original manuscripts is the inspired, inerrant, infallible word 
of God (2 Tim 3:16) and is the ultimate source of truth regarding our faith and life. The 66 books of 
the Old and New Testaments constitutes the canon. No other books, such as the Apocrypha, are 
divinely inspired therefore not part of the canon. I believe that creation and the workings of God in our 
world clearly show that he exists (Romans 1 and 2), therefore no one has an excuse for not believing 
in Him. The Scriptures provide more specific revelation especially regarding the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The best way to interpret the Bible is using the Bible itself by cross-referencing and looking at 
other passages that may speak more plainly. Ultimately, I hold that believers are blessed by the Holy 
Spirit in speaking through the Bible to us (1 John 4:1-6).  

 
 

2. THEOLOGY PROPER, the doctrine of God: the existence, attributes, and decrees of God; the 
Trinity. 

 
I believe that there is only one living and true God. He is infinite in being and perfect. He is pure spirit, 
not able to be seen, He is unchangeable, eternal, without limits, all powerful, all wise, completely holy, 
free, and absolute. He is sovereign over creation and the whole world. From all eternity and by the 
completely wise and holy purpose of his own will, God has freely and unchangeably ordained 
whatever happens (Eph 1 and Romans 9). He works everything according to the purpose of His 
unchangeable and righteous will and does it for His own glory. He is a forgiving and loving God, 
completely just, hates all sin, and will punish the guilty. 
 
The Holy Trinity constitutes the unity of the Godhead. The three persons of the Trinity are God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. There are of one substance, power, and eternity. 

 
3. CHRISTOLOGY, the doctrine of Christ: the divine-human natures of Christ; the offices and 

present ministry of Christ; the work of Christ. 
 
God choose and ordained Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, to the be mediator between Himself 
and man (John 3:16). Jesus fulfills the offices of prophet, priest, and king. He is also head and savior 
of his church and judge of the world. He, being the second person of the Trinity, is truly God, being of 
one substance and equal with the Father. He took on the full nature of man (John 1) with the 
exception that He was without sin. He was born of the Virgin Mary and lived as a man voluntarily with 
all man’s frailties and temptations. He was destined to and did endure extreme suffering including 
being crucified on the cross just as the prophets predicted. He rose from the dead on the third day, 
appeared to many, then ascended to heaven. He now sits at the right hand of God and intercedes for 
believers. He will return again to judge men and the angels at the world’s end (Mt 16:27).  

 
 

4. PNEUMATOLOGY, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit: the personality and deity of the Holy Spirit; the 
Spirit’s work in relation to Christ and in regenerating, baptizing, indwelling, gifting, and helping 
believers. 

 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, comes from the Father and the Son but is equal in 
power and glory. The prophets and writers of Scripture were inspired by the Holy Spirit to infallibly 
record the words of God. The Holy Spirit is the active agent in redemption and regeneration, 
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convicting, persuading, and enabling men to embrace Christ. The Holy Spirit comforts us, aids in our 
sanctification, gives power to our prayers, helps us understand God’s word, and upon our conversion 
indwells in us (1 Cor 2:13,14).  
 
I hold that there is not a separate “baptism of the Holy Spirit” that occurs after conversion, but that we 
receive the infilling of the Holy Spirit upon conversion (1 Cor 12:12-13). 
 
5. SOTERIOLOGY, the doctrine of salvation: the death of Christ, substitution, propitiation, 

reconciliation, justification by faith alone, regeneration, election, free will, grace, faith, 
perseverance. 

 
I believe that because of the disobedience of Adam and Eve that the guilt for their sin has been 
passed to all human beings (Gen 1 and 2). We therefore have the same corrupt nature and the 
penalty which is death (Romans 3:10-18). We are therefore spiritually dead, unable to do anything on 
our own to change this (Eph 2:1-3). “But God” (Eph 2:4) in His mercy made us alive (born again) 
through Christ and provided a way to bridge the gap between God and Man. 
 
I believe that man has free will, but it is constrained by our sin nature (Ephesians 2), making us 
unable on our own to do anything to enable our salvation. But God, not based on anything that we 
might do, in eternity past, freely chose (or elected) us that one day we might have our sin nature 
changed through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. This in turn changes that sin nature 
allowing us to freely choose to accept the saving power of faith in Christ (Eph 2, John 1). This saving 
faith is a gift from God and given solely by grace. It is something no one deserves.  
 
Regarding the doctrines of election and perseverance, I hold to the reformed view of these doctrines 
best summarize by what is commonly called the Doctrines of Grace. I believe that in eternity past, 
God chose a people in Christ who would be saved not based on anything those persons may do nor 
in any inherent faith or goodness on their part (Rom 8: 29-30, Eph 1: 5-6). Therefore, those believers 
chosen by God in eternity past will be kept eternally secure, never to be lost. Once someone is born 
again, they can never be unborn as the Holy Spirit seals them permanently.  

 
6. ANTHROPOLOGY AND HARMARTIOLOGY, the doctrines of man and sin: the origin, fall, and 

nature of man; the definition of sin and imputation of sin. 
 
Humans were created to be above all other animals in the creation and with immortal souls capable 
of reason. God gave them the ability and the freedom of will to obey Him or disobey Him. Adam and 
Eve’s willful disobedience separated them from God and also changed their nature to be dead in sin 
(Eph 2:1-3). This corruption followed to all mankind which turns us away from all spiritual good and 
inclines us to evil. We all therefore are subject to the wrath of God and fall short of His holy standards 
(Rom 3:23, 6:23).  

 
7. ECCLESIOLOGY, the doctrine of the church: the relationship between Israel and the Church; the 

local church and the universal church; the imagery used to describe the church; the government 
of the church; the ordinances of the church (baptism & the Lord’s Supper). 

 
God’s church (the church universal or catholic church) is made up of all those who have been 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit and who have placed their trust and belief in Jesus Christ (Eph 5). The 
church as seen by the world is made up of believers who have gathered together to worship God, to 
learn about Him, build up one another, and spread the Gospel to the world. The local church is an 
essential part of the Christian community started after Jesus rose from the dead and continues to this 
day.  
 
I believe the most biblical form of local church government is that of an elder ruled church. Elders can 
be those who serve full-time in ministry and those of the laity (1 Tim 2:12, Titus 1:5). Elders should 
meet the biblical qualifications and serve by teaching, leading, shepherding, and upholding the purity 
and doctrine of the church.  
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The children of Israel were God’s chosen people and have a special place in His eternal plan. 
Currently, Israel is hardened to the Gospel, but the Bible says that is not permanent (Rom 11). They 
will be re-grafted into the kingdom through faith in the Messiah, Jesus Christ.  
 
I believe that there are only two prescribed ordinances or sacraments of the church – Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. I support the positions of CBF as written in “What we believe.” 

 
8. ESCHATOLOGY, the doctrine of last things: heaven, hell, return and rule of Christ, resurrection, 

judgment, and man’s eternal state. 
 

I believe in the personal and imminent return of Christ (Mt 25:31-34).  He will return in glory at a time 
no one knows except the Father. He will then establish a new Heaven and a new earth and will judge 
the righteous and the unrighteous. At that time, the righteous will go to spend everlasting life with the 
Lord in heaven (Mt 25:34), and the unrighteous will be thrown into eternal torment for eternity (Mt 25: 
41). I believe that believers will receive resurrected bodies and share in the eternal glory of Heaven.  
 
I have studied and taught on the differing views of the last days, i.e. the amillennial view, the pre-
millennial view, the post-millennial view, and the dispensational pre-millennial view. I’ve yet to claim 
allegiance to any one camp seeing some element of biblical defense in each of them. I tend to believe 
that the Bible is not totally clear on this subject, therefore what’s important is that we as believers be 
ready! 

 
9. Conclude with a paragraph or two discussion on what you see as the essential doctrines that are 

not negotiable and on other doctrines (if any) on which you believe that sincere, Bible believing 
Christians can agree to disagree. 
 

a. Essential 
 

• There is one God existing in three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

• Jesus Christ, the son, came down to the earth, was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, was 
crucified and killed on the cross, on the third day he rose from the dead and now reigns at the 
right hand of God being our High Priest and mediator. 

• The Holy Spirit was given to us to glorify Christ and to enable our saving grace.  

• Our salvation is totally dependent on the work of God’s free and loving grace and our salvation is 
dependent on this alone. By putting our faith in Christ, we are no longer under condemnation but 
under grace.  

• Jesus will return one day to judge the living and the dead and to complete the eternal plan of 
God. 

• Jesus commands us to teach and proclaim the Gospel to the world and make disciples of all 
nations. 

• The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, and infallible word of God.  
 
 
 

b. Agree to disagree 
 

• Forms of worship 

• The details of church government 

• End times views 
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ATTACHMENT B: Spiritual Gifts Statement 
 
Write no more than one page about your own spiritual gifting. Include your understanding of when you 
were gifted by the Spirit, what your spiritual gifts are, how you’ve used them in ministry in the local church, 
how you see an elder with your particular giftedness being involved with leading and shepherding. 
 
Regarding my spiritual gifts, I began to realize my gift to teach in my mid-twenties, a few years after 
coming to Christ. I had excellent teaching mentors after coming to Christ both from my local church and 
from staff in The Navigator ministry. I began teaching small groups in my church to include a discipleship 
class called the Colossians 2:7 series. I’ve continued to teach small groups such as Life Groups ever 
since. At Cornerstone, I’ve taught Life Group for over 20 years on many topics to include books of the 
Bible, topical studies, and Christian book studies. I also value and enjoy one-on-one discipleship and am 
currently going through the Warrior series with my two sons-in-law.  
 
I also feel the Spirit has gifted me in the area of leadership. I have served as an Elder at a previous 
church and here at Cornerstone, as well as leading numerous small groups over the years. I see 
leadership as serving those you lead by working to make sure the church remains pure and relevant to 
the world yet not yielding to modifying what we believe from what is true in the Bible.  
 
As to how an elder with gifts of teaching and leadership may be involved with leading and shepherding, I 
think it is important that elders continue to teach in the church, possibly in Life Groups and in other 
ministry settings such as the men’s ministry. Leading touches many aspects of church life that elders are 
involved in such as keeping the doctrine and teachings of the church pure and biblically based, tending to 
the business of the church, participating in elder meetings, and meeting with individuals to discuss 
baptism or church membership.  
 
ATTACHMENT C: Family Leadership Statement 
 
Write no more than one page about your role as a leader in your own family. Include your biblical 
understanding of the roles of men and women, particularly in a family. Include your perspective on 
training, disciplining, teaching, equipping, and modeling biblical values in your role as a father of your 
children. Describe your greatest challenge and greatest success in raising your children and in leading 
your wife. 
 
I believe in the man’s leadership role in the family best summarized in scripture in Ephesians 5 and 6. My 
first responsibility is loving my wife, showing her honor, understanding her, and giving up my life and 
rights for her (Eph 5:25 and 1 Pet 3:7). I need to earn her respect. The wife is called in Ephesians 5:22-24 
to submit to her husband, yet we as husband and wife are also called to submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ (Eph 5:21).  

One of our greatest responsibilities as parents is to bring our children up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord (Eph 6:4). We should strive to model Christian behavior in our homes and in our community, 
especially in how we as husband and wife relate to one another. We should teach them the Bible and 
ensure they are immersed in the life of our church when they are under our care. We should teach them 
to obey and honor their parents and work hard at not provoking them to anger. Parents need to spend 
quality time with each of our children, striving to listen more than lecture and to try to impart Godly 
wisdom to them when we can. We should prepare them for life by training them to be interdependent 
adults, relying not just on themselves but on God and their church family.  

I am blessed that all my children have married professed believers and that my grandchildren are growing 
up in a Godly home. There were many challenges along the way, especially during the teenage years, but 
God in His sovereignty is gracious and placed my children on solid ground. Relating to older children has 
its own challenges, but I am thankful for the relationships we have developed over the years. I strive to 
spend time with my adult kids as much as I can to show them my love and respect for them. The job of 
being a parent never ends! 
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ATTACHMENT D: Teaching Aptitude Statement 

 
Write no more than one page about your passion for and approach to teaching. Discuss the spiritual 
topics around which you feel most prepared to teach and those you feel the least prepared to teach. 
Describe your preferred teaching format (setting, type of learner, type of material you like to use, number 
of people, etc.) Use examples from your recent teaching endeavors at CBF or from a church you have 
recently attended. 
 
Teaching has been a passion of mine since soon after I became a Christian in my early twenties. As I 
talked about in the question on spiritual gifts, I had some very gifted teaching mentors early in my 
Christian life who were instrumental in discipling me. Discipleship, I believe, should be the goal of any 
biblical teaching. While it is perfectly okay in my opinion to teach on books or relevant topics, teaching in 
the church should always have as its basis the Bible. Any topics or books that we teach should follow the 
beliefs and doctrines of our church and of course be true to the Bible.  
 
Teaching in small groups is my preferred format. I’ve taught Life Groups at Cornerstone for more than 20 
years and at other churches before we came here. I also enjoy teaching in one or two-on-one learning 
situations.  
 
It may be hard to believe, but I enjoy reading on and teaching on theology. Our Life Group just finished a 
book on essential Christian beliefs which was a very abbreviated systematic theology book. I also enjoy 
teaching books of the Bible and current topical studies as well. I also am leading a study with my two 
sons-in-law, going through the Warrior series. One of my favorite topics I taught on in Life Group was a 
study of church history. The topic I taught on that I felt least qualified to teach was on Eschatology. I 
learned a great deal by having the privilege of teaching on that subject.  
 


