
Membership/Baptism Proposal 
 

By-Law Change Proposal: Remove the age limit for church membership (currently 14). 
 
 Currently, Cornerstone Bible Fellowship has no restrictions on who can be baptized other than the 
candidate must profess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Cornerstone also does not allow anyone under 
the age of 14 to be a member of the church even if that person has been baptized by someone at Cornerstone.  
This paper will attempt to address this issue and layout the reasons why this current position is untenable and 
creates confusion.  Also, this paper will address a better way forward for the church concerning both baptism 
and church membership. 
 
Outline: 

• The Two views of Baptism 
o Pedobaptism (infant baptism) 
o Credobaptism (believer’s baptism/baptizing after a profession of faith) 

• Cornerstone’s current position—hybrid pedobaptism/credobaptism 

• Issues with Cornerstone’s current position 

• A better way forward 
 
The Two views of baptism 
 In order to understand Cornerstone and baptism, we must first understand the various views of 
baptism.  For the sake of efficiency, we will divide those understandings into two camps: pedobaptism and 
credobaptism. 
 
Pedobaptism 
 Pedobaptism—often called infant baptism—is baptism prior to a profession of faith.  It is performed on 
an infant long before he/she could possibly make any type of genuine profession of faith.  The Roman Catholic 
Church practices this type of baptism.  Among Protestant denominations, Lutherans, Methodists and 
Presbyterians also practice it.  For the various groups that practice pedobaptism, the meaning varies.  In many 
ways, it works along the lines of initiating a covenant much like circumcision in the Old Testament.   
 Although infant baptism “covers” sins in the life of the child, those that practice infant baptism 
generally believe that the baptized child still must one day go through a process whereby he or she declares 
their faith and is “confirmed” into the faith.  This process is usually called confirmation by those who practice 
infant baptism, and usually takes place around the early teen years.   
 
Credobaptism 
 Credobaptism—often called believer’s baptism—is baptism subsequent to a person’s profession of 
faith.  Only a person who makes a credible profession of faith can be baptized (therefore, no infants can be 
baptized this way).  Baptists, Church of Christ, and most Pentecostals adhere to a credobaptism position. 
 Because baptism follows a profession of faith, no other “confirming” act is required for those baptized 
in this manner.  For those who practice credobaptism, church membership is usually considered to be attained 
when one is baptized. 
 
Cornerstone’s position—a hybrid model 
 While most in Cornerstone would consider credobaptism to be the position of the church, elements of 
both pedobaptism and credobaptism are present. 
 Like those who practice pedobaptism, those baptized under age 14 at Cornerstone are denied church 
membership.  Another step is required subsequent to age 14 for a baptized person to actually join the church.   



Cornerstone does not call this process confirmation, but the process is similar.  At some point, a baptized 
person who was denied membership due to being under the age of 14 would have to initiate the process of 
joining the church. 
 Like those who practice credobaptism, Cornerstone does not baptize anyone who cannot make a 
credible profession of faith.  The word credible simply means a person must be able to affirm the basic, 
rudimentary ideals of accepting the gospel message.  
 These two aspects of Cornerstone’s baptism position form a type of hybrid model.  As we shall see, this 
hybrid model creates confusion and is untenable. 
 
Problems with this model 
 The most obvious issue with this model is that it puts those who are baptized under the age of 14 into 
a non-biblical position.  They are baptized believers who have made a profession of faith, but they are not 
church members.  This isn’t a biblical position.  If it was, then church membership would not be expected for 
all Christians (which it is).  Therefore, by baptizing children and forbidding membership we are causing our 
youngest believers to live in a sinful position—outside of church membership. 
 In addition, this model divorces baptism and church membership.  By not allowing children under 14 to 
join the church, the church has created an overall disconnect between baptism and church membership.  This 
has led to situations where adults are baptized without becoming members of the church.  With only one 
exception (Acts 8), we do not see this type of disconnect between baptism and church membership. 
 
A Better way forward 
 First, Cornerstone is committed to the credo Baptist position.  We will not baptize those too young to 
make a credible profession of faith.  Because of this, we must move to a biblical, credo Baptist position.   
 In order to do this, we must recognize that Baptizing someone also confers church membership onto 
that person.  If we feel there is an issue where someone should not be a church member, then they should not 
be baptized.  This requires a period of examination by church leadership before anyone is baptized.  This 
doesn’t have to be lengthy, but it should be a period of time that gives church leaders a chance to clarify the 
reason on the part of the candidate their desire for baptism.  
 To this end, we have created a “Preparing for Baptism and Church Membership” booklet to give to all 
prospective candidates for baptism.  Completing this booklet would be required for all seeking baptism at 
Cornerstone Bible Fellowship.  While not placing any specific age limit on anyone seeking baptism, we would 
strongly encourage anyone under the age of ten to spend time with both the elders and parents to see if this 
step is a wise decision. 
 Also, Cornerstone should then promote the idea of baptism as a church ordinance, not a personal 
ordinance--to see the connection between church membership and baptism.  What this means is that a 
person should be baptized into the church, not “just because.”  We should not encourage people to baptize 
their children (or an adult) outside of the church body.  This doesn’t necessarily mean the entire church must 
be present for a baptism, but the baptism itself should be carried out under the authority of the church. 
 Finally, Cornerstone should attempt to address the current children (and adults) who have been 
baptized at the church but are not members.  We must seek out and identify those under 14 who have been 
baptized. Then we should speak to these children and rectify our mistake and clearly communicate what it 
means to be a member of a church.  In addition, anyone who has been baptized at Cornerstone without also 
becoming a member should reach out to church leaders to officially join the church. 


